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First phase of wind farm construction
Berthold and Carpio areas

planned for

By Caroline Downs
Momentum and interest in
the Hartland Wind Farm proj-
ect continue to grow, especially
with recent announcements about
transmission line development
from American Electric Power and
ITC Holdings.

Now, locations for turbines
will be selected for the first 500
megawatt phase of the project, and
the time has come for landowners
- situated within those townships
to malke their final decisions about
signing on with Hartland Wind
Farm if they have not already
done so.

“We've been out here over a year
and given everybody an opportuni-
ty,” said Craig Swenson, principal
with Denali Energy based in Bax-
ter, Minnesota. He ticked off a list
of project tasks currently under-
way that includes archaeological,
avian and environmental studies,
wetland delineation, permitting
and engineering, as well as ongo-
ing communication with state and
federal officials and agencies.

“So many people want to see a
shovel in the ground or a turbine
being lifted before they decided,”
Swenson said, “but we can’t prom-
ise if we'll be able to sign them up
after a future date.”

He explained that a team of
project engineers will spend a few
weeks in the area beginning in late
August to match data taken from
maps, GPS and other sources with
the realities on the ground. “They’ll
be pounding stakes for potential
turbine sites,” he said. Factors such
as missile silo and oil well locations
will be taken into account along
with distances from homesteads,
towns and cities, railroads and
other infrastructure.
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First on the list . .. The townships of Carpio, Berthold, Mayland, Fox-
holm, and White Ash as the most likely to see the first construction of

wind towers in the area.

struction process of the first phase,
which will include more than 300
wind turbines, as a large-scale ef-
fort. “They’re going to come in and
excavate 300 sites at a time,” he
said. “Then, they’re going to come
in with concrete and rebar enough
for 300 sites at a time. These are
not going to go up turbine-by-
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formation shared.”

Project overview

and contact information
Hartland Wind Farm proposes

to build and maintain a wind

project in Ward, Mountrail, Burke

and Renville counties capable of

generating 2,000 MW of electricity

firmed with power from natural




constructed in Foxholm, Carpio,
White Ash, Berthold and Mayland
townships. Several landowners
in those townships have already
signed option agreements to al-
low the study of their property for
placement of turbines, cables and
other associated infrastructure.
Once favorable turbine sites have
been chosen, those landowners
will discuss easements with the
Denali staff.

Next phase to be driven

by landowner commitment

the scope of the project. “It’s go-big-
or-go-home,” he said. “We can act
as an anchor here and let [other
energy generation projects] get
hooked up.”

While the turbines go up, trans-
mission lines will be under con-
struction. “ITC and others are
looking at a time frame to get this
done between here and Illinois,”
Swenson said. “We've got to keep
moving to stay on schedule with
the many people who are involved

Michigan, has proposed the Green
Power Express transmission net-
work to provide grid access for
many of the highest efficiency wind
farms in the upper Midwest, tra-
versing portions of North Dakota,
Qouth Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana to
connect with existing extra high-
voltage 765 KV lines to transport
that energy to markets throughout
the eastern United States.
American Electric Power, of

. in this. We should be flicking on a Columbus, Ohio, has announced
_Jon Dostal, project manager gywitch for that first 500 megawatts intentions to build a multi-state,
with Denali Energy, advised other g;metime in the second quarter of extra-high voltage transmission W&
landowners within the entire 9g71” project across the Upper Midwest s
project area, which extends north e repeated Denali’s commit- to support the development of re- €vé
to the Canadian border and west ont to maintaining optimum ag- newable energy, and would collabo- ei
into Burke and Mountrail coun- picyltural production and wildlife rate with Hartland Wind Farm con
ties, to decide soon about joining pahitat within the project area. regarding the western terminus tun
the project. In fact, the location «yweyve got the talent and the people of that transmission line. to
and construction of the second , get this done,” he said. Landowners and other indi- or
500 MW phase of the project will " Swenson emphasized that per- viduals with further questions “A
be determined by the landowners’ ¢ons with questions about the aboutthe proposed development of Wi
participation. option and easement agreements Hartland Wind Farm areinvitedto get
\ We're going to go to where g ould feel free to call him. “Wewill - contact Swenson at DenaliEnergy Ph
weve got the land,” Dostal said. 1,9 out any of that information at by calling 1-877-557-1031 or 218- of
Once we get out here with con- 4y time,” he said. “I keep a blank 824-6802. He can also be reached
;%rgﬁgné;’vvaetggné‘gj;t ‘g%gtOPuit copy of the option agreement next by email at craigs@denalicompa- 5 |
it uitﬂ Phase I is )éone?’ ghat to my phone. We don’t want misin- nies.com. WO
will jeopardize how quickly we get alt
to the next phase.” Ja
Dostal, Swenson and other me
principals and project managers mn
from Denali have sent thousands of col
Jetters, held numerous public meet-
ings and made countless individual us
visits during the past 14 months to no
talk about Hartland Wind Farm, frc
and they remain excited about the sh
potential for wind development in wi
the region. “Nobody’s considered al
this area seriously for wind energy
because of [the lack of] transmis- st
sion,” Swenson said. “Now, we've tu
got the leading companies in the
field working to get this done with tr
the state’s blessing [and goal] to be s
the number one energy exporter in Sl
the United States.” 8¢
He continued, “The opportunity St
is right here to meet renewable ‘I‘\]
energy demand. We will be putting §
the equivalent of [power from] six tl
nuclear plants through a trans-
mission line to the East. The last e
thing I want is for anyone to come o
up later and say they wished they'd K
signed on.” t
Time is of the essence at this v
point, however, with the project I
engineers expecting a final list of v
landowners for consideration in E
Phase I by the end of July. “We're t
not going to publicize who has b
signed and who has not,” Swenson -
said. “This is private information. & fa% A L B {
But we want to keep on going, and State bird ... They are seldom seen in town, but North Dakota's state 1

the landowners will dictate where
our path will be going.”
He described the actual con-

bird can be seen, and heard, in many areas once you leave the city q
limits. Area wildlife photographer, Chester Nelson, snapped this shot
of a meadowlark this past week near Kenmare. ’




It doesn't pay to get thinking
much about time because it's de-
pressing. You can't put your finger
on it. Time has no beginning we
can imagine and no end we can
conceive of. Time is endless in
both directions--behind us and in
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ing overweight.

The funny thing about that is
I'm a nut about having my watch
accurate to the second. I guess
I want to know exactly how late
I am. It's interesting to consider
whether, in the 21st century, we're

cuucerning tne passage ot time.
While it's certainly true that
we're usually reluctant to have it
pass by too fast, there are times-
-when we're in some unpleasant
situations--that it can't go past fast
enough to suit us.

Time passes too slowly for me

- sleep faster.

The little poem I first read
when I was about 10 often comes
to mind:

Backward, turn backward, O
Time in your flight

Make me a child again just for
tonight.

FRESH EvEs
Caroline Downs

Don’t be late . . .

Two times in my life when I've
been nearly too late for an oppor--
- tunity still haunt me.

The first came in second grade,
when someone decided to start a
Brownie troop in our little South
Dakota town.

All the proper announcements
- were made at school weeks ahead,
but I don’t recall any of my friends
talking about it. I do remember
- insisting to my mother that I wasn’t
really interested. By then, we'd
camped along the Missouri River
- several times, and I figured I was
already doing what the Brownies
did

- Soldidn’t think too much about
1t until the day of the first actual
- meeting, when I was walking home
from school. Suddenly I felt just

dreadful about missing it. I still
can’t name a specific reason--only
that by the time I reached the front
door I was frantic. I doubt I said
anything coherent to my mother,
but she let me go, by myself, and
I remember this next part vividly:
tears pooling and heart pounding
as I walked and then ran all the
way back, afraid of being late and
turned away from the group.

Of course, I wasn’t rejected and
Istayed in Girl Scouts through 6th
grade, selling cookies and earning
badges.

The second time I almost missed
an opportunity occurred in the late
1990s, when a friend and I were
dithering about graduate school.
We both worked as teachers and
had taken the dreaded GRE. A

new program in Vermont focused
on writing for children appealed to
us, but I couldn’t see myselfin the

role of a writer.

Finally, my friend took the

plunge and sent her application, -

then casually mentioned it one day.
I'responded viscerally, my stomach
roiling and heart again pounding.
The two of us had written and
taught writing together for years.
I didn’t want to be left behind.

I committed myself in record
time, complete with a student loan
and plane ticket to New England.
There’s not enough space here to
list all the ways I benefited from
that program, but experiences
at Vermont College have had a
direct impact on my career at The
Kenmare News.

Those are two small examples,
but the opportunity now present-
ing itself to folks in this area is
huge, perhaps so large we have
trouble envisioning the changes it
will bring. Engineers for Hartland
Wind Farm will make their first
visit to the region in late August,
with intentions of marking exactly
where they think wind turbines
should be built in the five town-
ships designated as Phase I. Land-

owners in that area need to decide
very soon, like this week, if they’re
in or out of the project.

And landowners in the rest of
the project area, which spans hun-
dreds of square miles, also need to
determine if they’re going to grab
the brass ring of this opportunity.
When I spoke with Jon and Craig
last week during their visit from
the Denali Energy offices, they
were clear that they weren't going
to pressure people or hold a “no”
decision against someone.

They were also clear in say-
ing the next phases of the wind

farm will be built where adjoining
tracts of land can be considered.
And they were most clear when
they talked about the difficulty of
adding someone who waits until
the towers are under construction
before coming forward to say, “But
what about me?”

This opportunity is here and
happening. Whether landowners
choose to join the project or not is
entirely their own decision, as it
should be.

Sitting on the fence, however,
waiting to see what happens at the
neighbor’s place, is not an option
much longer.
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